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Teruo Katsuyama: Platycrater arguta Siebold & Zucc. var. sinensis H.Hara (Saxifragaceae) 
Collected in Fujian Province, China 
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Fig. 1. Platycrater arguta Siebold & Zucc. var. sinensis H.Hara; Lingyang, Langu Town, Wuyishan 
City, Fujian Province, China. Jun. 29, 1998. 
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Platycrater arguta, a monotypic shrubby ge¬ 
nus, is distributed only in the warm-temperate 
zone of central and western Japan and China. 
This plant had been regarded as an endemic of 
Japan long time, however, this was reported 
from China (Chun 1954). It is distributed in 
mountain regions of southern Zhejiang 
(Chekiang), northern Fujian, eastern Jiangxi and 
southern Anhoi, China (Hwang 1995). 

Hara (1986) described R arguta var. sinensis 
based on Chinese specimens being different from 
the Japanese var. arguta in having glabrescent 
leaves with longer petioles, and glabrous ovaries 
and calyces. But there are no comment concern¬ 
ing of this variety in X.Y.Mao (1993) and 
S.M.Hwang (1995) to be published since then. 

Hara (1986) examined three specimens in¬ 
cluding only one flowering specimen, because P. 
arguta var. sinensis is a rare plant. I collected 
flowering plants of var. sinensis (Fig. 1) in 
Lingyang of Langu Town, Wuyishan City, 
Fujian Province, China. And I considered the 
Chinese plant being distinct from Japanese one 
as a variety lank. 

Platycrater arguta Siebold & Zucc, FI.Jap. 
1: 62, t.27 (1838). 

var. sinensis H.Hara in J.Jpn.Bot. 61: 70 
(1986). 

Platycrater arguta Siebold & Zucc. sensu 
Chun in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 3: 106, t.3 (1954); 
Icon. Cormophyt. Sin. 2: 96, f.1922 (1972); 
X.Y.Mao in FI. Zhejiang 3: 97 (1993); 
S.M.Hwang in FI. Reip. Popul. Sin. 35 (1): 189 
(1995). 

Deciduous shrubs, 1-2 m tall. Branches gla¬ 
brous or sparsely hairy, green when young, then 
brown in the first year; bark peeling off in the 
second year. Leaves opposite; leaf-blades oblong 
to oblanceolate, 5-13 cm long, 2-5 cm wide, 
acuminate at apex, attenuate or cuneate at base, 
argutely serrate with cuspidate or mucronate tip 
at margin, glabrous or sparsely pubescent with 



Fig. 2. Pubescens along veins on the abaxial side of 
leaves. A: Platycrater arguta Siebold & Zucc. 
var. sinensis H.Hara (Lingyang alt.420-500 m, 
Langu Town, Wuyishan City, Fujian Province, 
China. M.Mikage, A.Takahashi, T.Katsuyama and 
Q.Sun 622633. Jun.29,1998. TUS) B: Platycrater 
arguta Siebold & Zucc. var. arguta 
(Mt.Kurokami, Saga Prefecture, Japan. T.Baba. 
July,23,1974. KPM-NA0056745). 


appressed hairs 0.3-0.5 mm long on the adaxial 
side, glabrous or slightly pubescent with ap¬ 
pressed hairs along veins on the abaxial side 
(Fig. 2-A); petioles 1-3.5 cm long, glabrous or 
slightly pubescent. Inflorescence terminal, 
corymbose with 3-10 flowered. Peripheral flow¬ 
ers are sterile or staminate, 8-17 mm in diam¬ 
eter, white; calyx large, shallowly 3-lobed, gla¬ 
brous; petals 3, ovate, about 5 mm long, gla¬ 
brous; stamens many, rudimental or developed; 
filament 1.5-3.5 mm long; anther about 0.5 mm 
long. Bisexual flowers; calyx-lobes 4, triangular, 
2-3 mm long, 2-3 mm wide, glabrous; petals 4, 
ovate, about 8 mm long, glabrous; stamens nu¬ 
merous; filament 1.5-4 mm long; anther about 
0.7 mm long; ovary subinferior, obconical, 4-5 
mm long, 2-3 mm wide, glabrous; styles 2, sepa¬ 
rate, 5-6 mm long. 

In Japanese var. arguta , leaves are densely 
hairy with spreading hairs along veins on the 
abaxial side (Fig. 2-B). These two varieties are 
well distinguished by hairiness. In addition, pe- 
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ripheral and bisexual flowers in var. sinensis are 
slightly small in size. But in var. sinensis peti¬ 
oles are not significantly longer than var. arguta. 

Specimen examined. China. Fujian Province. 
Wuyishan City, Langu Town, Lingyang alt. 420-500 
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□ Trainor F.R.: Biological aspect of 
Scenedesmus (Chlorophyceae)-phenotypic 
plasticity 367 pp. 1998. Nova Hedwigia Beiheft 
117. J. Cramer, Berlin. DM120.00. 
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